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Education in our foundation

“...recreation, instruction and enjoyment.”

A long history of object handling:

Frederick Horniman, 1835 - 1906



Learning in museums now:
• Responsible and reflective

• In consultation

• Reflecting concerns about social justice, 
inequalities, climate and ecological crisis

• Accountable

• Learning together… we are not experts



Schools Learning
Our ‘core’ offer

Workshops
• 45-90 minutes
• Over 35 different sessions
• Outdoor exploration 
• Indoor object handling workshops (including 

taxidermy, textiles, musical instruments, ancient 
artefacts and more!)

• Curator Q&As
• Curriculum/topic linked 
• Developed and delivered by Schools Learning 

Officers
• Bursary scheme available

Self-led visits
• Unguided exploration
• Education rates/discounts or free visits
• Print resources available to support visit

Pricing
Mainstream State schools: £90 including VAT, £75 
excluding VAT
Private/independent schools: £129.60 including 
VAT, £108 excluding VAT
SEND schools and groups: £45 including VAT, 
£37.25 excluding VAT
We offer a bursary scheme for schools that meet 
a set criteria.



What do we do?
• Object Handling Workshops

• Outdoor Learning

• Self-led visits

• Virtual workshops

• Resources (with connected 

communities)

• SEND/PMLD

• Home education

• Careers and skills development

• Co-production

• Object loans

• Teacher CPD

• Museum Clubs



Art Portfolio



Textiles



The Horniman connects us 

all with global cultures and 

the natural environment, 

encouraging us to shape a 

positive future for the world 

we all share.



Horniman Museum Reset Agenda:
1. Engage wider audiences through programming and 

communications

2. Diversify staff and volunteers

3. Consult people and work in partnership

4. Address the history of the Horniman business and 
institutional collecting

5. Enhance our digital provision

6. Make the Horniman greenhouse gas neutral and more 
biodiverse

7. Maximise income generation to support this agenda



Climate Emergency



Art in the Gardens: Ecology Boards



Rethinking Relationships
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Addressing 
colonial legacies



The Benin Kingdom





Oba Ewuare II





Restitution: Who needs to be involved?

MUSEUM:
Curators,
Researchers,
Collections,
Visitor Experience,
Senior Managers

MUSEUM 
STAKEHOLDERS:
Communities,
Audiences, 
Members and 
Benefactors,
Trustees,
Lawyers,
UK Government

COLLECTION
STAKEHOLDERS:
Communities of 
experience,
Nigerian Government,

Edo State,
Oba Ewuare II,
Academics,
Press





What happened to the
rest of the sarcophagus?




